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SCHOOL  IIK/JjTH.  SERVICE. 


-To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  general  health  of  the  school  child  in  Vest  Bromwich 
remained  fairly  good  during  191-5.  As  in  the  two  previous  years 
there  was  a  large  proportion  of  short  term  illnesses,  while 
recovery  from  the  more  serious  illnesses  tended  to  spread  over 
longer  periods. 


There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  during  the  year.  One  child  died  from 
diphtheria  compared  with  seven  in  19A5  and  four  in  l^lt-l-.  It  is 
calculated  that  some  30f;  of  school  children  are  now  immunised 
against  diphtheria.  There  still  remains  much  to  be  done  in  order 
that  all  school  children,  and  including  that  fifth  of  the  school 
population  not  yet  immunised,  should  bo  freed  from  the  risk  of 
severe  and  fatal  diphtheria. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  general  nutrition  of 
the  Vest  Bromwich  school  child  is  satisfactory.  The  excellent 
results  of  the  milk- in-schools  scheme  are  now  quite  obvious,  and 
ov^r  9Qy  of  all  children  wore  taking  advantage  of  good  who lo some 
milk  while  in  attendance  at  school.  Difficulties  in  distribution 
of  the  milk  were  encountered  during  the  year  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  third  pint  milk  bottles.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
Ministry  for  increased  supply  of  booties  but  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  still  necessary  to  take  part  of  the  supply  in  one  pint 
bottles  and  to  divide  into  open  beakers.  This  course  placed 
additional  supervisory  duties  upon  the  teaching  staffs  and  thanks 
for  this  work  wore  certainly  due  to  the  teachers. 


It  is  not  possible,  as  yet,  to  report  that  anything  like 
such  a  good  standard  has  been  reached  in  the  supply  of  school 
dinners.  Vest  Bromwich  has  25$  (approximately)  of  its  school 
children  taking  school  dinners;  and  the  aim  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education  is  that  75^  school  children  should  bo  taking  school 

dinners.  School  meals,  ultimately,  will  become  f  00  and  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  Government's  allowance  to  parents  for 
children.  The  all  round  efficiency  of  the  school  meals  service 


has  greatly 
and  extensio 
measure  for 


impressed  the  teachers 
n  on  the  same  lines  wi 
the  health  welfare  of 


and  School  medical  officers, 

11  provide  a  far  reaching  social 
fu tu re  citizen s  o f  o ur  t own . 
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Lack  of  parental  coif^1 

of  cases.  The  loading  of  domestic  responsibilities  upon  young 

regret  table  feature , 
tiredness  and  lack  of 

receptivity.  Vhil.,  the  number  of  scabies  cases  was 
lecidedly  less,  the  number  of  other  verminous  conditions  unfortunately 
showed  an  increase  over  that  for  the  previous  yearn  The  prevalence 
Df  these  cases  of  unc lean line ss ,  which  is  a  matter  of  social 
responsibility  of  the  parent,  cannot  be  related  in  all  instances 
to  slum  o v  bad  housing  conditions.  It  will  indeed  be  a  very  happy 
lay  when  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  able  to  report  that  that 


sorol  was  again  evident  in  a  proportion 
The  loading  of  domestic  responsibilities  unon  vmmer 
girls  when  mothers  were  out  working  was  another 
vhich  caused  in  certain  cases  ill-health 
mental  receptivity.  VI 
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the 


.argo  number  of  children  in  Vest  Bromwici 
•eside  in  conditions  of  overcrowding  and 


environment,  has  been  re-housod  and 


which  at  present  must 
ppalling  housing 
c'ivtin  those  conditions  of 
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reasonable  and  healthy  environment  which  should  be  given  to  all 
children. 
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The  provisions  of  tho  Education  Ast,  were  brought  partly 

into  forco  as  from  April  1st,  and  tho  Eogulations  issued  by  the 
Ministry  have  boon  followed  as  far  as  possible.  All  children  in 

schools  maintained  by  the  Authority  will  receive  free  medical 
treatment  at  tho  Clinics  and  Hospitals,  and  special  arrangements 
are  Made  to  ensure  that  children  con  got  -  or  arc  encouraged  to 
get  -  all  forms  of  medical  and  hospital  care.  Tho  Committee  will 
maintain  their  arrangements  for  medical  inspection  of  school 
children.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  future  special  arrangements 
will  bo  made  to  provide  certain  school  medical  services  jointly 
with  the  Smethwick  education  Authority,  and  small  reciprocal 
arrangements  of  services  are  already  in  force  between  the  two 
Authoi'i  ti  os, 

I  wish  once  again  to  record  grateful  thanks  to  tho 
Director  of  Education  (Mr.  L.  G.  Hose)  and  his- staff,  for  tho  close 
co-operation  and  harmonious  working  between  our  departments,  and 
for  supplying  certain  information  relevant  to  this  report. 


Special  thanks  also  are  due  to  the  Head  TeacheVs  and 
their  staffs  for  tho  help  received  throughout  the  year.  The 
eighth  in  the  series  of  Annual  Mootings  between  Head  Teachers  and 
School  Medical  Officers  was  hold  early  in  the  year  in  the  Cronohills 


Central  Girls'  School, 
This  interchange  of  vi; 


when  tho  work  of  tho  year  was  reviewed. 
>ws  is  found  to  bo  vary  helpful. 


To  the  Hotary  Club;  Thu  Poor  Children’s  Welfare  Society 
and  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
is  duo  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their  continued  valuable 
assistance,  and  to  the  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  for 
their  efficient  and  willing  service  throughout  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  express s  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  which  has  been  shown  by  you 
Madam  Chairman,  and  members  of  this  and  the  Medical  Services  Sub¬ 
committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


2,  Lodge  Hoad, 
West  Bromwich. 
7th  May,  1946. 


/  •  / 
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I.  -  STAFF.  As  set  out  on  Page  One. 
/  / 

II.  -  C O-OHD INAT ION. 


III.  -  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 


IV.  -  MEDICAL  &  DENTAL 
INSPECTION  AND 
TREATMENT. 


No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 
arrangements. 

Improvements  to  the  Out  Offices  at 
Christ  Church  Primary  School  were  the 
only  hygienic  improvements  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

The  statistical  information  desired  by 
the  Ministry  of  Education  is  to  be 
found  on  Pages  8  and  9  . 


ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS . 

t 

Treatment  was  continued  on  the  usual  lines  at  Hallam 
Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Leather. 


?t. 
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lumber  of  patients  -  Boys  Girls  p8. . .  ... 

lumber  of  attendances.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  . 


Tuber  culosis, 


Number  of  cases .  ...  ... 

Number  of  consultations. . .  ... 
Number  of  children  x-rayed.  .  . . 
Number  of  children  on  massage. 
Number  of  attendances. ....  ... 
Number  of  children  in-patient. 
Number  of  children  in  Sanatoria 
under  arrangements  made  by 
Tuberculosis  Committee. 


1944° 

Boy  s%  Girls, 


3 

10 


1 

Ti 

3 


2 

11 

1 


3 


1945. 

Boys. 

3 

n 

3 

i 

20 
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Analysis  of  cases  treated*- 

1944-° 

194-5. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girl; 

Number  of  casus .  ...  ... 

12 

11 

11 

14 

Number  of  consultations. . .  ... 

26 

13 

14 

22 

Number  of  children  in-patient. 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Number  of  children  on  massage. 

6 

5 

7 

Number  of  attendances.  ...  ... 

7^ 

192 

72 

142 

Number  of  children  x-rayod. . . . 

Numb 0 r  0 f  child  r on  f i 1 1 ed  wi th 

l 

3 

1 

2 

appliances. 

Number  of  children  transferred 

3 

3 

5 

4 

to  Voodlands  or  Forelands. 

Summary  of  work  at Remedial  Exorcis 

os  Clinic. 

-1 

1 

Number  of  sessions. ; . .  ...  ...  .  .  . 

000  t 

no  000  000 

0  «»  0 

146 

71 
17  4  ^ 


Girls 


3 

5 


l 
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Treatment  by  Artificial  Sun-lighl 


The  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic  was  continued  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  school  children  treated  numbered  179 
and  attendances  2 , 8fo ,  compared  with  24-5  and  3,jS>&  respectively 

in  1944. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  has  boon  no  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
control  of  infectious  disease.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  was 
continued  on  the  usual  lines,  21/  cases  were  completed  during 
the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  80£  of  the  school  population 
arc  protected  against  this  disease. 

Dose  and  Throat  swabs,  taken  from  school  children,  were 
examined  becteriologically ;  those  numbered  350,  of  which  41  wore 
positive. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 


Infectious  Diseases 

during 

the  four 

quarters 

of  tho 

year 

DISEASE.  1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total 

Total 

Qr. 

Qr. 

o'!  • 

Qr. 

1945. 

1944. 

Scarlet  Povor  29 

22 

14 

14 

’  79 

110 

Diphtheria  8 

13 

12 

8 

41 

82 

Pneumonia  1 

1 

2 

4 

18 

Whooping  Cough  11 

6 

2 

8 

26 

47 

Measles  l8l 

10 

I 

— 

192 

8  7 

Mortality  in  School  Children. 

Cause  of  I 

)eath. 

No.  Cause  of  Death. 

No. 

General  Peritonitis. . . 

Acute  Nephritis . 

Traffic  Accidents.  .  .  . 

Drowning . . 

Other  defined  diseases. 

_ _ _ _ _ Total  -  20. _ __ 

This  compares  with  10  deaths  in  1944- 


Diphtheria.  . . .  .  ...  1 

T-B.  Meningitis.,  ...  ...  6 

T-B.  Peritonitis . .  1 

T-B.  Pulmonary.  .  .  ...  ...  1 

Cardiac  Failure . 1 


P  BOV  IS  I  ON  OF  MEALS . 

The  total  number  of  meals  served  during  the  year  (together 
W[ith  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year)  are  sot  out  below*.  - 


-  I944° 

Meals  for  payment  518,453  412,268 

Fruo  Meals  33,398  23,293 

Meals  supplied  to  Teachers 

and  Helpers  35,068  29,891 


Total  586,919  465,472 


The  charge  of  five-pence  per  meal  was  maintained  through- 
-out  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  year  a  new  Dining  Poem  was  opened  at  Bratt 
Street  Infants’  School  which  servos  approximately  5°  meals  per 
day.  Due  to  additional  demand,  the  number  of  meals  served  at 
Hams  toad  Canteen  was  increased  from  120  -  150  per  day  by  tho 
provision  of  extra  equipment. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS  -  contd. 


Consideration  has  been  given  to  future  developments 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  and  proposals  have  been  submitted 
and  approved  for  the  erection  of  combined  Central  and  Canteen 
Kitchens  at  Hall  Green  Load  and  Joseph  Edward  Cox  Schools,  for 
500  meals  daily  from  each  Kitchen.  Also  the  erection  of  a 
Kitchen  for  1,000  meals  with  adequate  Lining  Halls  at  Charlemont 
is  under  consideration.  These  additional  Kitchens  will  provide 
for  another  2,000  meals  daily  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  will 
be  commenced  in  19^6. 

Proposals  have  been  submitted  for.  the  erection  of  a 
Lining  Hall  adjacent  to  the  Canteen  at  Cronehiils  School  and 
building  will  commence  early  in  1946.  Also  approval  has  been 
granted  for  the  adaption  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  School 
building  at  Black  Lake,  to  provide  a  Lining  Room  and  Scullery 
suitable  for  the  serving  of  approximately  110-~120  meals  per  day. 

Provision  of  Free  Milk  and  Meals. 


The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  and  meals  to 
necessitous  pupils  was  continued  during  the  year. 


Milk-in-Schools  Scheme. 


This  scheme  continues  to  be  well  supported  and  the  number 
of  one-third  pint  bottles  supplied  to  pupils  in  the  various 
Schools  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  over  3*800,000 


CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS ,  SCHOOL 
OFFICERS  AND  VOLUNTARY"  B0L IES. 


ATTENDANCE 


The  number  of  parents  attending  routine  medical  inspection 
was  2,208,  or  82. 1%  of  the  children  examined. 

Once  again  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  Teachers  and  School 
Attendance  Officers  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  the 
Department. 


Grateful  thanks  once  more  are  recorded  for-  the  continued 
assistance  rendered  by  the  Poor  Children’s  Felfare  Society  and  the 
Rotary  Club.  Twenty- five  children  were,  sent  by  the  Society  to 
the  Southport  Convalescent  Homo  for  periods  of  one  to  two  months  ' 
and,  in  addition  110  necessitous  children  were  supplied  with  foot¬ 
wear.  Under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Rotary  Club,  97  boys 
went  to  Convalescent  Home,  Vos ton -super-Mare ,  for  a  total  stay  of 
118  weeks. 


Valuable  help  was  rendered  to  the  Department  by  the 
National  Society  for  the  prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  through 
the  medium  of  Chief  Inspector  Lewis. 

H/NLIC. ,PP.  ~.D  PUPILS . 

Blind.  Two  partially  sighted,  and  one  totally  blind,  pupils  are 
receiving  tuition  in  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
One  partially  sighted  pupil  is  awaiting  admission  to  the  Lay 
Classes  in  this  Institution. 

Leaf.  Four  deaf,  and  two  deaf  mute,  pupils  are  undergoing 

training  in  the  Birmingham  Royal  School  for  the  Leaf. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  -  contd. 


Educationally  Subnormal  &  Mont  ally  Defective . 

Formal  examinations  wuro  carried  out  in  yj  cases;  cloven 
childron  wore  re-examined.  The  findings  were  as  follows 

Section 

Idiots  -  For  notification  under/57  ( 5)  of  tho  education  Act, 

19//,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. . 
Imbeciles  -  do.  do.  do. 

Mental  Defect  -  For  notification  under  Section  57  (5)  do. 

Educationally  Sub-normal  -  For  admission  to  Special  School. 
Petarded  -  To  continue  in  ordinary  school  • 

Normal  -  do.  do. 


REPORT  ON  THE  JUNIOR  PRACTICAL  SCHOOL 


Throughout  the  year  10/5  the  work  of  the  School  has 
continued  with  the  aim  of  developing  in  the  pupils' a  sense  of 
r oponsibili ty  and  stability,  in  order  to  fit  them  -  in  spite  of 
mental  handicap,  to  become  useful  citizens  both  individually  and 
as  members  of  a  community. 


At  the  end  of  May,  Miss  D. 


Griffin  who  had  been 


Mistress  for  some  years,  left  to  take  an  appointment  in  London, 
but  the  normal  activities  of  the  school  continued  uninterruptedly 
as  Miss  E.  Brown  was  appointed  Head  Mistress  of  the  School  from 
1st  Juno,  15/5*  Miss  Brown  has  had  consider  able  experience  in 
Special  Schools  in  Birmingham. 


iso  ful 
rork,  ’ 


Much  good  work  was  done  in  the  ordinary  lo: 


and  many 


artic. 


were  made  in  handicraft  lessons,  including  needle- 


woodwork,  rugmaking  and  weaving. 


toys  were  made,  the  girls  makin 
toys  in  wood. 


oft 


L>  O  j  ! 


i  addition  a  number  of 
and  tho  boys  making 


There  was  also  o  considerable  amount  of  communal  effort, 
e.g.  the  boys  working  together  made  and  painted  a  cupboard  which 
is  now  in  use  in  school. 


During  the  year  12  pupils 
.  11  have  now  found  employment  and 
are  working  satisfactorily. 

<-  f*  f-  i 

c  Out. 

their 

nod  the  school  lo 
employers  rep 01 t 

r?.ving  ago 
that,  the 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  I 

N  ITR  j 

4 

OR AMMAN 

SCHOOL, 

(prior  to . Mar 

oh  pis 

t  1945- ) 

Number  of  Pupils  Inspected  -  Boys 

Ipl. 

Girls  - 

115 

=2// 

Number  of  Defects  found  to 
requite  t  r o a t me n t . 

(excluding  tooth)  -  Boys 

25. 

Girls  - 

Rl 

— .  56 

Number  of  Defects  for 
o  b  s  o  r  v  a  t  :L  o  n .  -  L  o  y  n 

20. 

/ 

Cii  Is  - 

15 

=  35 

Number  of  Pupils  without 

any  Defects.  -  Boys 

89 

Gills  - 

w 

=156 
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UJ  N  OM'J  t»v»r 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 


T/..BLI 


Madtcol  Inspections  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and 

Secondary  Schools. 


A.  -  50  UT  UTS  MI1D IGAL  INSPECT  1 0N3 

(l)  Entrants  1, 12/  Second  Age  Group  1,  4-15  Third  go  Group  1QI 


-Total  2 ,64  5 

(2)  Number  of  other  routine  Inspections  4-6  1 6 

Gi and  Total  2, 669 

B.  ~  OTHER  ETSPECTIONS- 

I'Tumber  of  Special  Inspections  and  le- Inspect  ions  4,  6  8  if 

> 

TABLE _ II 


Ola 

s  s  i  f  .1  c  at  i  on 
during  the 

of 

:  Yea 

the  Nutrition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
r  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 

No.  of 

Pupils 

Inspected 

(Lxc 

A# 

ellent ) 

B. 

(Normal ) 

(Slir 

0. 

ihtly  sub¬ 
normal) 

D. 

(Bad) 

No. 

t 

No. 

No. 

P 

No. 

% 

Entrants 
2nd  Ago- 

II27 

25p 

22.4  5 

64-1  56. 89 

222 

19.69 

11 

0.97 

Group. 
3rd  Age- 

14-15 

538 

38.  03 

680  4-8. 05 

193 

/ 

13.  64- 

k 

0.  26 

Group., 
Other  Ago- 

101 

60 

59.4-0 

4-1  4-0.66 

■ — 

/ 

— 

Groups 

4-6 

19 

1  -v 

!  H 

1  • 

!  Vjj 

1  O 

22  47-83 

5 

10,  87 

— 

— 

2689 

87O 

32.36 

I3&f  51.47 

4-20 

15.  62 

15 

0.  55 

TABLE  III 

GROUP  I.  -  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  -(excluding  Uncleanliness) 


Total  number  of  Defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year  under  the 


AuuhOx-i  o  y  s  >d  c  Ire  1*10  o  »  ,  •  3  ©  •  «.  •  •  <>  0  « «  0  «,  ©  ©  «  «  3  » 

. .  3,4-69 

Gpoup 

II.  - 

Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint, 
under  the  Authority’s  Scheme. 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

237 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(.excluding  those  in  Group  I) 

Nil 

No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  wore 

(a)  Proscribed 

193 

(b)  Obtained 

181 

GROUP 

III.  - 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 
under  the  Authority’s  Schema. 

Operative  T r 0 0 tmon  t , 

210 

Other  forms  of  treatment 

— 

Total 

y  / 

210 
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TABLE  IV. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  T 


TMENT. 


(l)  Number  of  Pupils  inspected  by  the  Dentists:- 


(a)  Eoutine  Age-Groups 

(b)  Specials 

(c)  Total  (Eoutine  and  Specials) 


2,395 

1,092 

3,485 


(2)  Number  found  to  r equi: e  treatment 

(5)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 


2,600 
2,518 
4,  01+2 


(5)  Half-days  devoted  to:- 

Inspection .  15 

Treatment . 489 


(7)  Extractions:- 

Permanent  Teeth . 

To  mp  o  r  ar  y  /I  e  e  t  h . 


5Q4 

(6)  Fillings:- 

Pormanont  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth  10 

Hmz 


(8)  Administration  of 
general  anaesthetics, 
for  extraction. 

4 

(9)  Other  operations :- 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


4 


50b 

3, 648 
4,154 

1,243 


398 

882 


1, 280 


TABLE _ V. 

VERMINOUS _ CONDITIONS^ 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during 
the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  or  other 

authorised  persons...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i| 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  pupils  in  the 
schools  by  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised 
persons. . .  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  26,127 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  found  unclean . .  1,518 


TABLE’  VI- 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  PUPILS . 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  pupils  who  are 
NOT  at  the  present  time  being  educated  in  a  Special  School. 


Ait  a  Maintained  L t  an  Institution  fit  no  School 
Primary  or  other  than  a  or 

Secondary  School.  Special  School.  Institution 


Blind  Pupils  -  -  1 


Deaf  Pupils 


/ 


/ 
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